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CONSULTATION 

A PROPOSAL TO CREATE
ADDITIONAL RESOURCE 
PROVISION FOR SPEECH, LANGUAGE 
AND COMMUNICATION NEEDS AT
SEBRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Consultation period: 
11 January - 7 February 2024 
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Why are we consulting?
Hackney Council wants to know your views on a proposal to create an Additional 
Resource Provision (ARP) for Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) 
at Sebright Primary School. 

There has been a significant increase of children and young people with Education, 
Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) in Hackney. This upward trend in Hackney is 
predicted to continue and is also being seen across London. Our SEND (Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities) data tells us that we need to create additional 
places to cater for children and young people with SEND. This proposal outlines 
plans to create a Speech, Language and Communication Needs ARP (Additional 
Resource Provision) at Sebright Primary School.  

Background 
Hackney, like other local authorities, has seen a significant rise in the demand for 
SEND places.

•  The number of Hackney children and young people with an EHCP 
increased from 2,645 in 2021 to 3,062 in 2022 (an increase of 16%). 

•  The number of Hackney children and young people with an EHCP rose 
from 3,062 in 2022 to 3,243 in 2023, equivalent to a 6% increase. 

•  The percentage of resident 0-24 year olds in Hackney with an EHCP was 
the second highest among statistical neighbours (4%), and the 9th highest 
across England. 

We have seen an increase in the number of children and young people with a 
primary need of Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) which has 
increased from 317 pupils in January 2019, to 472 pupils in January 2022; 46% of 
which are on roll in primary schools.

Given the increasing demand for SEND ARP places and the limited number of 
places currently available, there is a clear need to create more places within 
mainstream schools. During 2021, the Council asked education providers in 
Hackney whether they were interested in setting up and managing ARPs for 
children with SEND. A number of schools expressed an interest in helping to plan for 
the borough’s future SEND needs. This proposal sets out the plan to create one of 
Hackney’s much needed SEND provisions at Sebright Primary School from the end 
of 2025. 

Sebright is a community school on Audrey St, Goldsmiths Row, London E2 8QH. 
The school caters for children aged 3 to 11 years and offers 60 places each year (a 
total of 420 places across Reception to Year 6). The school is rated ‘Outstanding’ by 
Ofsted. As of October 2023, there are 9 children with Education, Health and Care 
Plans (EHCPs) on roll at the school. The school’s website can be found here.

https://www.sebright.hackney.sch.uk/
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Our proposal 
This consultation seeks views from stakeholders on a proposal to create an Additional 
Resource Provision (ARP) for Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) at 
Sebright Primary School. Children allocated a place at the ARP will have an Education, 
Health and Care Plan, which identifies SLCN as the primary need. Children will have 
access to intensive speech therapy and specialist teaching within the ARP, as well as 
access to the mainstream school setting. If this proposal is agreed, it will be the second 
ARP for SLCN in a Hackney mainstream school. If this proposal is agreed, the ARP will 
provide 24 places for children with SLCN by the end of 2025. 

How was Sebright Primary School chosen  
for a new ARP?
In June 2021 Hackney Education contacted schools in the borough to assess whether 
they wished to offer new provision for children with SEND at their school. We received 
interest from several schools and settings which were then evaluated against a set of 
criteria. Sebright Primary School was among those chosen to set up new provision for 
the first stage of a wider programme to deliver new SEND provision in Hackney. 

How will the ARP at Sebright be organised? 
ARPs specialise in providing focussed and specific education for SEND needs and 
will often have dedicated classrooms and other facilities within the school as well as 
qualified SEND professionals. Children typically spend part of their time in the ARP and 
the remaining time with their mainstream peers in class.

Admission to the ARP 
The allocation of places for the ARP at Sebright will be made by the Local Authority’s 
Education, Health and Care Panel using agreed admissions criteria. Twenty-four ARP 
places will be provided covering all year groups (Reception to Year 6). All children will 
have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) identifying Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs as the primary need. The ARP places will be in addition to  the 
school’s Published Admissions Number (PAN).  

When will the changes take place? 
If the proposals are approved, plans to provide the facility are in the design stages and 
building work should start on site later in 2024. It is expected that the building works 
will be completed by the end of 2025.

Who makes the final decision on whether  
the ARP is opened?  
Once the consultation period has ended, responses will be analysed and a report will 
be submitted to Hackney Education’s Senior Leadership Team (SLT). If the Senior 
Leadership Team decides to proceed to the next stage, a statutory notice will be 
published with the final decision made by the Director of Education.   
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Further information 

Why is the number of children with  
SEND/Speech, Language and Communication  
Needs increasing? 
The number of children with SEND continues to increase in all settings and school 
nurseries, reflecting the growing demand for SEND support. Factors that cause or 
contribute to SEND are not fully understood and agreed, however, it is suggested that 
the significant increase in rates of SEND seen may be due to better awareness of the 
condition as well as increased screening. 

How will the new ARP be funded? 
The new ARP is being delivered by the High Needs Provision Capital Allocations 
(HNPCA) from 2021. This grant is paid to local authorities to support the provision of 
places for children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and those 
children requiring alternative provision.

What will happen if the ARP is delayed beyond  
the end of 2025? 
If the proposals are approved, the Council aims to deliver the ARP places by the end of 
2025 at the latest, subject to feasibility studies, planning permissions and works to the 
school buildings. If this timeline is not achieved, the ARP will open as soon as possible 
after this date.

Are any other new ARPs being developed  
in Hackney? 
We are also consulting on the creation of new ARPs at the following schools: 

•  Comet Nursery School & Children’s Centre (Early Years ARP)

•  Stoke Newington School & Sixth Form (Social, Emotional and Mental  
Health ARP) 

You can read the proposals and share your views on the proposals for Comet Nursery 
School and Children’s Centre, Sebright Primary School, and Stoke Newington School & 
Sixth Form by visiting bit.ly/A-R-P or consultation.hackney.gov.uk or  
education.hackney.gov.uk/consultations.

The Bridge Academy will open a new Cognition and Learning ARP for which it carried 
out a separate consultation (on 22 June to 18 July 2023) in line with the guidelines 
of the Department for Education (DfE). The Academy is in the process of drafting a 
business case to the DfE for approval to open the new provision. You can read more 
about the proposal by visiting bit.ly/A-R-P or consultation.hackney.gov.uk.

https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/children-education/arp-consultation/
https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/
https://education.hackney.gov.uk/content/consultations
https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/children-education/arp-consultation/
https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/
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Consultation meetings 
If you would like further information about the proposal, or to arrange a meeting to 
discuss the proposal, this can be arranged remotely via Google Meet for a maximum of 
10 people. To arrange a Google Meet meeting please email the School Place Planning 
Team at: schoolplaceplanning@hackney.gov.uk

Comments
If you wish to comment on this proposal you can find the online form for each school 
here: bit.ly/A-R-P or consultation.hackney.gov.uk, or you can use the paper form at 
the end of this document.

If you have questions about the SEND provision being proposed which have not been 
answered in this document, please email: schoolplaceplanning@hackney.gov.uk

Thu 11 Jan to  
Wed 7 Feb 2024 Non-statutory consultation period (4 weeks)

Thu 14 Mar 2024
Comments received during the consultation are considered by Hackney 
Education’s Senior Leadership Team (SLT). A decision on the publication 
of a Statutory Notice is made.

Fri 19 Apr to  
Thu 16 May 2024

Statutory notice/representation period (4 weeks) 
If a decision is made to publish a Statutory Notice, this will run for  
4 weeks.

Thu 4 July 2024 Comments or objections received during the representation period are 
considered by Hackney Education’s Senior Leadership Team (SLT).

By the end of 2025 The new ARP opens.

Timeline
Please see the timeline below, subject to change. 

Location
Sebright Primary School is located on  
Audrey St, Goldsmiths Row, London E2 8QH.

mailto:schoolplaceplanning%40hackney.gov.uk?subject=
https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/children-education/arp-consultation/
https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/
mailto:schoolplaceplanning%40hackney.gov.uk?subject=
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How do I respond to this consultation?
You can state your views on this proposal by completing the consultation response 
form attached to this consultation document, or online by clicking on the following link:  
bit.ly/A-R-P or consultation.hackney.gov.uk.

If you choose to fill in a paper response form, please hand it into the office at  
Sebright Primary School, or send it via post to: 

Hackney Council  
Education Services - School Place Planning 
Hackney Service Centre 
1 Hillman Street 
LONDON 
E8 1DY

The deadline for consultation responses is Wednesday, 7 February 2024 at 11:59pm 

If you have any questions about this proposal, please email  
schoolplaceplanning@hackney.gov.uk. If you require this document in a different 
format please contact us and we will get back to you in the next five working days. 

This consultation document is being sent to: 

•  All parents/carers, governors, teachers and support staff of Sebright Primary 
School 

•  All Hackney headteachers

•  Trade unions representing teachers and other staff at the school 

•  Ward councillors and MPs

•  Church Dioceses 

•  SEND groups

•  All statutory stakeholders

https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/children-education/arp-consultation/
https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/
mailto:schoolplaceplanning%40hackney.gov.uk?subject=


CONSULTATION 
RESPONSE FORM         

Proposal to Create an Additional 
Resource Provision for Speech, 
Language and Communication Needs 
(SLCN) at Sebright Primary School

Working for every child

If you require this document in a different format please 
email schoolplaceplanning@hackney.gov.uk and we will 
get back to you in the next fi ve working days.

Working for every child

If you require this document in a different format please 
email schoolplaceplanning@hackney.gov.uk and we will  
get back to you in the next five working days.



1.     Which of the following best 
describes your interest in this 
consultation?

    I am a parent, carer or guardian of a child 
at a school included in the proposals

    I am a member of staff or governor at a 
school included in the proposals

    I am a parent at another school in 
Hackney

    I am a member of staff or governor at 
another school in Hackney

    I am an interested member of the public

    If other, please specify:

2.     To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the proposal to 
create an Additional Resource 
Provision for Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs (SLCN) at 
Sebright Primary School?

    Strongly agree 

    Agree

    Neither agree or disagree

    Disagree

    Strongly disagree

3.     If you have any comments on the 
proposal, please add them in the 
space below or on a separate sheet. 
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About you
This information will help us to understand our service users and residents, allowing us 
to establish if the response to the questionnaire is representative of the borough. All 
information is used under the strict controls of the 1998 Data Protection Act and the 2016 
General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR). 

This information is optional and will not be used in a way that identifies you.
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4.     Postcode: Please provide the first  
half of your postcode followed by  
the first number of the second half.  
For example, if your postcode was 
E8 1DY, you would write E8 1. If your 
postcode was N16 5HB, you would 
write N16 5. 

5.      Gender: Are you…

    Male                             Female

    Non-Binary                 Another term

If you prefer to use your own term please 
provide this here: 

  
 

6.      Age: what is your age group?

    Under 16                     45-54

    16-17                   55-64

    18-24                  65-74

    25-34                 75-84

    35-44                       85+

7.      Disability: Under the Equality 
Act you are disabled if you have a 
physical or mental impairment that 
has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ 
negative effect on your ability to 
do normal daily activities. Do you 
consider yourself to be disabled?

    Yes                                 No

8.     Caring responsibilities: A carer is 
someone who spends a significant 
proportion of their time providing 
unpaid support to a family member, 
partner or friend who is ill, frail, 
disabled or has mental health or 
substance misuse problems. Do you 
regularly provide unpaid support 
caring for someone?

    Yes                                  No    

9.      Ethnicity: Are you...

    Asian or Asian British

    White or White British

    Black or Black British

    Mixed background

    Other ethnic group

    Other (please state if you wish): 

  

10.    Religion or belief: Are you or  
do you have...

    Atheist/no                 Jewish  
religious belief

    Buddhist             Muslim

    Charedi                      Secular beliefs 

    Christian                   Sikh

    Hindu                    

    Other (please tell us if you wish): 

  

HDS17388



11. Sexual orientation: Are you...

    Heterosexual

    Bisexual 

    Gay man   

    Lesbian or Gay woman

    Pansexual

    Asexual

    Queer

    All other sexual orientations

    Prefer not to say

    Other (please tell us if you wish): 

  

12.   Housing tenure: Which of the 
following best describes the 
ownership of your home?

    Being bought on a mortgage

    Owned outright

    Rented (Local Authority/Council)

    Rented (Housing Association/Trust)

    Rented (private)

    Shared ownership (part rent/part buy) 

    Don’t know     
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Thank you for responding to this consultation.  
Please return the completed form to the school office, or send it to: Hackney 
Council, Education Services - School Place Planning, Hackney Service Centre,  
1 Hillman Street, London E8 1DY, by 11:59 pm on Wednesday, 7 February 2024.

HDS17388



black
11 mm clearance 
all sides

white
11 mm clearance 
all sides

CMYK
11 mm clearance 
all sides

Please send this form by 11:59 pm on 7 February 2024, to  
Freepost EDUCATION TRANSLATIONS. You can also email  
schoolplaceplanning@hackney.gov.uk with your name, address and the language you require.
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mailto:schoolplaceplanning@hackney.gov.uk
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