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Sibling criteria for primary schools (page 1, criteria 4)

Hackney Education proposes to extend the distance limit on the sibling rule from 0.75 miles to 2
miles meaning the rule would change as below (change in red):

Children with a brother or sister on roll at the school in Reception to Year 6 at the time of the
proposed admission.

In cases where a family has moved address since the last sibling was offered a place and the
new address is further away from the school, priority will only be given where the new address is
within 2 miles of the school.

Background and rationale for proposed change

e Since 2015/16 sibling priority at community primary schools has been limited to families
who continued to live within 0.75 miles of the school, helping local families access places
in their local schools. However there is now greater mobility of the school population
and changing demand for places leading to the proposed adjustment to the distance limit
on the sibling rule in line with statutory home to school travel guidelines.

e Analysis of the last three years of admissions shows

o There were 65 families who were not granted priority under the sibling rule
because they moved more than 0.75 miles from the school. Of these 65 families,
46 (71%) were still living close enough to the school to be offered places under
the distance rule.

o If the limit on sibling distance had been 2 miles as proposed (instead of 0.75
miles) a vast majority of schools would retain at least half the available places for
applicants qualifying under the distance rule.

e This demonstrates that retaining the limit on sibling distance at 0.75 miles is no longer a
significant factor in ensuring access for local families.

Staff criteria for primary and secondary schools (page 1, criteria 5 and page 2, criteria 5)

Hackney Education’s proposal is to remove the condition highlighted in red on children who
meet the staff definition:

Children of staff in either or both of the following circumstances, subject to there being no
more than one child offered a place under this priority in each class:



e Where the staff member has been employed at the school for two years at the time of
the application for (admission) and/or

e The staff member has been recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a
demonstrable skills shortage

This condition was in place to ensure that for every class of children allocated, only one child
would have been offered a place because their parent/carer is a member of staff. For example,
a school with a published admission number of 60 would only take two children who met the
staff criteria.

In practice, this condition has not been required and only results in extra administration for
schools and the local authority. This has been confirmed by looking at the offers made in the last
3 academic years:

e 43 staff claims have been agreed for children starting reception and in all cases the
children have been offered a place without the need for this condition to be applied.

e 9 staff claims have been agreed for children starting Year 7 and in all cases the children
have been offered a place without the need for this condition to be applied.

The associated tie break sentence is also proposed to be removed:

Under criterion 5, if there is more than one applicant qualifying for the same class, the allocation
of the place will be determined by random lottery as described above.

Notes regarding social/medical criteria (page 3. note 2, paragraph 2)

Hackney Education’s proposal seeks to add further clarity for parents/carers who are
considering applying under the social/medical criteria.

This additional paragraph clarifies what is expected and provides examples of the types of
cases that may be granted priority under the social/medical criteria.

Home address (page 7, paragraph 3)

Hackney Education’s proposal is to remove the requirement for the local authority to carry out
site visits for families permanently living on boats but without a long-term/permanent mooring
point.

The home address will instead be calculated using existing information from the Canal and
River Trust’s recorded sightings which are provided in the license holders Web Licensing

account at regular intervals.

This will provide the local authority with verified location data across the application period.

Working for every child H HaCkney



