& Hackney

Proposal to increase Harrington Hill Primary School from 1 form of entry (1FE) to
2 forms of entry (2FE) and to establish an Additional Resourced Provision for
autistic children

Statutory Notice

Hackney Council publishes these proposals under section 19(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006
and having regard to the DfE guidance ‘Making significant changes (‘prescribed alterations’) to maintained
schools - Statutory guidance for proposers and decision makers October 2024’

The proposal in this notice is to formally increase the intake at Harrington Hill Primary School from 1 to 2 forms
of entry and add an Additional Resourced Provision for autistic children on 1 September 2025.

This notice is related to the separate notice outlining the Council’s proposal to discontinue (close) Oldhill
Community School (Oldhill Street, London N16 6LR) and amalgamate (merge) its student body with that of
Harrington Hill Primary School (Mount Pleasant Lane, London E5 9JG). That notice can be found at:
consultation.hackney.gov.uk/children-education/stat-notice-closure-merger

These notices are published following a consultation which took place between 8 October and 19 November
2024. The proposed closure of Oldhill Community School, and the merger of its student body with Harrington
Hill School, would take effect on 31 August 2025. The changes described in this notice would take place from
1 September 2025.

Together, these proposals would see:

e All pupils attending Oldhill Community School able to transfer to the roll of Harrington Hill Primary
School;

e Harrington Hill Primary School increase its intake from a one form entry school (30 pupils each year
across all year groups), to two forms of entry school (60 pupils each year across all year groups). The
planned admission number for the school would be 420;

e An Additional Resourced Provision (ARP) for up to 12 autistic pupils established at Harrington Hill
School

e The pupils currently in the ARP at Oldhill Community School able to transfer to the new Harrington Hill
ARP.

This proposal to expand Harrington Hill Primary School from 1FE to 2FE and to establish an Additional
Resourced Provision for autistic children, was published on 6 February 2025. Within four weeks from the date
of publication of this proposal, any person may object to or make comments on the proposal by visiting
consultation.hackney.gov.uk/children-education/stat-notice-closure-merger (scan the QR code below), by
emailing: school.sufficiency@hackney.gov.uk, or by writing to: School Sufficiency & Estates Team, Hackney
Council, Hackney Service Centre, 1 Hillman Street, London, E8 1DY.

The closing date for receipt of responses to the representation period is 5 March 2025 at 5pm. The Council’s
Cabinet will meet after the end of the representation period, in April 2025, to take the final decision on all
proposals in this notice and the linked notice.

This notice is an extract from the complete proposal. Copies of the complete proposal can be viewed at:
consultation.hackney.gov.uk/children-education/stat-notice-closure-merger. If you require a paper copy of this,
please contact us via email at: school.sufficiency@hackney.gov.uk.

Terry Bryan

Assistant Director, School Estate Strategy

Publication date: 6 February 2025
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Full Statutory Proposal increase Harrington Hill Primary School from 1 form
of entry (1FE) to 2 forms of entry (2FE) and to establish Additional Resourced
Provision for autistic children

1. Contact details (name and address of the proposer):
Hackney Council

Hackney Service Centre

1 Hillman Street

London

E8 1DY

Tel: 020 8356 3000

Email: school.sufficiency@hackney.gov.uk

Name and address of school to undergo a prescribed alteration:
Harrington Hill Primary School (community school).

Mount Pleasant Lane

ES 9JG

Tel: 020 8806 7275

Email: admin@harringtonhill.hackney.sch.uk

2. Description of alteration and evidence of demand

Hackney Council proposes to increase the number of pupils at Harrington Hill Primary School on 1
September 2025. The increase is to accommodate children from Oldhill Community School which is
proposed to be discontinued on 31 August 2025 and to amalgamate (merge) its student body with
Harrington Hill Primary School. An Additional Resourced Provision for autistic children would be
established at Harrington Hill Primary School ensuring no reduction in the local SEND offer.

From 1 September 2025, Harrington Hill Primary School would expand from a one form entry school (30
children each year), to a two form entry school (60 children each year). The planned admission number
across all year groups would be 420. An Additional Resourced Provision (ARP) for up to 12 autistic pupils
would be added to Harrington Hill Primary School, with the pupils currently in the ARP at Oldhill
Community School able to transfer to the new provision.

This proposal is due to the fall in the number of children in the area whereby there are now considerably
fewer pupils in Hackney primary schools. This has led to a number of schools not being able to remain
financially viable, which then impacts on their ability to continue to provide quality education. The
enlargement of Harrington Hill Primary School would provide enough places for all of the 196 children
displaced at Oldhill as well as create a larger, more resilient and sustainable single school going forward,
with no reduction to Hackney’s specialist provision for autistic children.

Borough Position

At the January 2024 pupil census there were 2400 fewer children in the borough’s primary schools when
compared to January 2017, the year when numbers in our primary schools peaked. The number of
children joining reception classes in Hackney’s mainstream primary schools has, in fact, been falling since
2015. The reception numbers are predicted to continue falling over the coming years and could see the
total primary pupil numbers in mainstream primary schools drop by a further 2700 or more by the
mid-2030s.

At the October 2024 census there were 2065 children in reception in mainstream primary schools. This is
well below the current reception capacity of 2675 places. This means that there were 610 (23%) unfilled
reception places in Hackney. Across all year groups there were 4855 (24%) unfilled places in Hackney.

The Council has a statutory duty to ensure there are a sufficient number of school places for pupils and
that places are planned effectively, and aims to reduce surplus places in the borough to a sustainable
level.
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The fall in numbers together with reduced funding from central government, means that some of our
schools are facing major challenges. If we continue to allow schools to remain open with significant levels
of surplus places, it will put schools at severe financial risk.

3. Objectives
The Council has consulted on proposals to reduce the number of vacant reception places by 31 August
2025, by:

e Discontinuing two primary schools (St Dominic’s Catholic Primary School and and St Mary’s CofE
Primary schools);

e Amalgamating (merging) Oldhill Community School and Harrington Hill Primary School, and;

e Amalgamating (merging) Sir Thomas Abney School and Holmleigh Primary School

This Statutory Notice and full proposal outlines a prescribed alteration to Harrington Hill Primary School
which would expand the school from 1FE to 2FE to accommodate pupils from the closure of Oldhill
Community School on 31 August 2025. The Additional Resource Provision at Harrington Hill would come
into effect on 1 September 2025.

4. The effect on other educational institutions within the area
This proposal forms part of a related proposal to discontinue Oldhill Community School on 31 August
2025. These proposals seek to rationalise the number of surplus primary places in the area.

5. Project costs and indication of how these will be met, including how long term value for money
will be achieved

Harrington Hill's site was built to accommodate 2FE, but the school has been operating as a 1FE. The
proposed prescribed alteration to Harrington Hill Primary School would see the capacity of the school
increase from 1FE to 2FE on 1 September 2025 and result in the current building being more fully utilised
as a result. Harrington Hill site has sufficient space to accommodate an ARP for 12 children. There will be
some minor building works associated with providing suitable accommodation. It is anticipated that these
will be low value and are expected to be met from the Council’s SEND capital programme.

6. Implementation plan
Date on which it is proposed to implement the changes to the school: 1 September 2025

e Harrington Hill Primary School would increase from 1FE to 2FE to accommodate the pupils from
Oldhill Community School due to a merger of the two student bodies;

e Harrington Hill Primary School would admit up to 60 pupils in each year groups (Reception to Year
6), increasing the PAN from 210 to 420, and;

e An Additional Resourced Provision for 12 autistic children would be established at Harrington Hill
Primary School for 1 September 2005.

If the proposal is agreed a joint steering group made up of Council officers and representatives from both
schools, will oversee the transition and establish an agreed action plan that would enable the two schools
to work together as much as possible over the remainder of the school year.



7. Procedure for making representations (objections and comments)

Within four weeks from the date of publication of this proposal, any person may object to or make
comments on the proposal by visiting:
consultation.hackney.gov.uk/children-education/stat-notice-closure-merger (scan the QR code below), by
emailing: school.sufficiency@hackney.gov.uk, or by writing to:

School Sufficiency & Estates Team
Hackney Council

Hackney Service Centre

1 Hillman Street

London

E8 1DY

The closing date for responses to be received is 5 March 2025 at 5pm.
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Accessibility statement: If you require this document in a different format, please email
school.sufficiency@hackney.gov.uk

We will consider your request and get back to you in the next five working days.

If you would like to find out what this document says please tick the appropriate box, put your name, address and
phone number at the bottom of this page and return it to the address below.
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Si vous désirez connaitre le contenu de ce document, veuillez cocher la case appropriée et indiquer vofre nom, adresse et numéro de téléphone au bas de cette page etla
renvoyer a 'adresse indiquée ci-dessous. (French)

Ger hun dixwazin bizanibin ku ev dokument ¢i dibéje, ji kerema xwe qutika minasib igaret bikin, nav, navnigan ( hejmara telefona xwe li jéré rapel
binivisin {0 wé ji navnigana jérin re biginin. (Kurdish)

Jesli cheesz dowiedziet sie, jaka jest tresé tego dokumentu, zaznacz odpowiednie pole, wpisz swoje nazwisko, adres | nr telefonu w dolnej czesci
niniejszej strony | przeslij na ponizszy adres. (Polish)

Haddii aad jeclaan lahayd in aad ogaato waxa dokumeentigani sheegayo fadlan calaamadi godka ku haboon, ku gor magacaaga, cinwaanka iyo
telefoon lambarkaaga boggan dhankiisa hoose ka dibna ku celi cinwaanka hoose. (Somali)

Si desea saber de lo que frata este documento, marque la casilla comespondiente, escriba su nombre, direccion y numero de teléfono al final de esta pagina y envielaala
siguiente direccién. (Spanish)

Bu dékimanda ne anlatildigini 8§renmek istiyorsaniz, litfen uygun kutuyu isaretleyerek, adimzi, adresinizi ve telefon numaranizi bu sayfanin alt
kismina yazip, asagidaki adrese gonderin. (Turkish)
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If you would like this document in any of the following formats or in another language not listed above, please complete
and send the form to the address below. | | Inlarge print [ | InBraille [ | Ondisk | | On audio tape
[ ] In another language, please state:

Name: Return to: Freepost, LBH
Address: Consultation Team, Hackney Town
Telephone: Hall, Mare Street, London, E8 1EA
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