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What sort of place do you want Shoreditch to be in 2033?  
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What is Future Shoreditch?
Hackney Council is in the early 
stages of preparing an Area Action 
Plan for Shoreditch, called FUTURE 
SHOREDITCH. The Plan will set out 
a vision for what Shoreditch will 
look like in 2034 and the planning 
policies to guide and manage future 
development and investment in the 
area. Once adopted, this plan will be 
an important document when making 
planning decisions in Shoreditch. 

Why Shoreditch?
Shoreditch has experienced phenomenal 
growth over the past 20 years, with 
businesses and services continuing to 
be drawn to the area along with new 
residents and visitors. This growth 
presents great opportunities as well 
as challenges, particularly as rents rise 
and the supply of affordable workspace 
struggles to match demand.

Future Shoreditch will help to ensure 
that the pressure for new development 
does not erode the special qualities and 
character of Shoreditch that continues to 
draw businesses, residents and visitors to 
the area in the first place.

Residential communities are an integral 
part of Shoreditch, yet many feel they 
are increasingly disadvantaged by the 
type, scale and pace of change facing the 
area. Therefore Future Shoreditch is not 
just about guiding physical growth, but 
also providing a co-ordinated approach 
to regeneration to create a better overall 
quality of place and life for all. 

The consultation process – 
What’s happened so far?
There have been two earlier rounds of 
consultation to help us understand the key issues, 
challenges and opportunities facing Shoreditch:

•  �March - May 2017, Launch consultation – 
Key issues, challenges and opportunities  
facing Shoreditch.

•  �July 2017, Community workshops –  
Three community workshops in July, developed 
in response to the outcomes of the launch 
consultation and analysis of the area.

This stage:  
The Issues and Options Document
Future Shoreditch is still at a very early stage 
of development, with the Issues and Options 
document presenting a vision for the future.  
It identifies a number of key planning issues 
and options, informed by previous consultations 
and evidence-based work, which will need to be 
considered by the Council.

A summary of the Issues and Options identified 
are provided below - the full document is available 
to view online at https://www.hackney.gov.uk/
future-shoreditch with hard copies at Hackney 
Libraries and the Council main office:

Hackney Service Centre  
1 Hillman Street  
London  
E8 1DY

By providing us with your feedback to the 
document, your early involvement in the process 
will help shape the local planning policy response 
in the draft Plan. 

https://www.hackney.gov.uk/future-shoreditch
https://www.hackney.gov.uk/future-shoreditch
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Future Shoreditch draft boundary
The boundary area of the Area Action Plan is 
largely defined to the West, South & East by the 
borough boundaries of the London Borough of 
Islington, The City of London and the London 

FUTURE SHOREDITCH ISSUES AND OPTIONS REPORT DRAFT October 2017Figure 10: Proposed Future Shoreditch area boundary

LB ISLINGTON

LB HACKNEY

PROPOSED FUTURE 
SHOREDITCH AAP
BOUNDARY

LB TOWER HAMLETSCITY OF LONDON

53

Proposed AAP boundary
Borough boundary

Borough of Tower Hamlets respectively. The 
Northern boundary falls within the Borough of 
Hackney, and this provides more flexibility in 
terms of where the line should be drawn.
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What are the issues and  
proposed options?

Issues Proposed Options Page 
reference 

Managing Growth – Shoreditch is 
expected to experience continued growth 
over the years to 2034 and there is a 
need to understand how best this scale 
of change can be managed to benefit 
everyone. Job creation, new homes and 
supporting infrastructure will all need to be 
delivered through any development.

The Issues and Options document details how the 
next stage of the draft Plan will seek to manage 
growth through area-wide, sub-area and site-specific 
policy guidance.

48-51

Future Shoreditch Boundary – The 
boundary is important for the purposes of 
developing policies and identifying sites to 
deliver sustainable and positive growth.

See proposed boundary on page 53. 52-53

New jobs, homes and community 
facilities… providing the right balance – 
Demands for office and work space need to 
be appropriately balanced with other uses 
including hotels, housing, evening economy, 
community, and cultural uses

The proposed options outlined set out how the Plan 
could manage land use in Shoreditch.   

54-57

Providing a range of affordable places 
of work – Rising land values are making it 
increasingly difficult for smaller businesses, 
artists and cultural organisations to work 
in the area. These uses continue to play a 
fundamental role in defining the character 
of the area. Shoreditch risks losing its 
unique character if these uses cannot 
continue to operate in the neighbourhood.

The proposed options explore how the Plan can 
continue to support smaller businesses including 
start-ups, creative industries and cultural uses 
including:

•  �Requiring new commercial development to 
provide affordable workspace

•  �Requiring a proportion of new space for “target 
uses” including creative/cultural, community 
and third sector uses.

•  �Developing a Shoreditch-specific Workspace 
Providers List

•  �Providing guidance on the level of fit out for 
new commercial buildings.

58-61

Delivering new homes – Shoreditch is a 
highly desirable place to live and as such 
purchase and rental prices are continuing 
to climb.

The proposed options explore how best to deliver 
a mix of different types and size of homes in 
Shoreditch that responds to the needs of Hackney 
residents.

62-65

Shopping in Shoreditch – Shoreditch falls 
within the Central Activities Zone which will 
direct retail, leisure, cultural, tourism and 
commercial activity to the area. There is 
a need to manage the distribution of this 
activity to find an appropriate balance and 
mix of uses in Shoreditch.

The proposed options consider the amount, type 
and size of retail space that should be promoted in 
Shoreditch and where this should be located.

66-71



6

Issues Proposed Options Page 
reference 

The contrasting day, evening and 
night-time economy – There is a need 
to manage the evening and night-time 
economy in terms of its offer and effect on 
local people. Shoreditch is home to many 
bars, night clubs and licensed premises and 
the anti-social behaviour that is frequently 
associated with such uses. In contrast, there 
is a lack of diversity in terms of cultural, 
community and leisure uses.

The proposed options set out how the Plan can 
manage night time economy uses including; 
•  �Creating a more diverse and inclusive night time 

economy
•  �Promoting the ‘Agent of Change’ principle
•  �Managing the concentration of licensed 

premises (% thresholds within defined areas)
•  �Considering locations where licensed premises 

would be more appropriate in Shoreditch

72-75

The design of new development and the 
importance of heritage assets  – Market 
pressures and demand for modern, large-
scale commercial space is seeing a large 
number of applications for high density 
and tall buildings in Shoreditch. The area is 
home to a variety of special character and 
heritage assets. There is concern over the 
appropriateness of this type development 
in Shoreditch and its impact on local 
character and heritage assets.

The proposed options proposed include:
•  �Continuing the protection and enhancement of 

existing Conservation Areas; 
•  �Potential designation of Character Areas to 

set out unique sub-area policy guidance for 
identified Character Areas

•  �Setting out an approach to building heights in 
Shoreditch. 

76-81

Traffic management – Shoreditch is a 
main gateway into London that suffers 
noise and air pollution associated with 
busy roads and congestion. Much of this is 
through traffic that moves through the area 
on route to somewhere else. This is creating 
an unsafe, unhealthy and unwelcoming 
environment in Shoreditch. 

The options proposed include a range of traffic 
demand management measures and measures to 
reduce vehicle movements.

82-85

Sustainable travel and public  
realm  – Parts of Shoreditch are home 
to poor quality streets and public spaces 
that overall lack much green space. There 
is a desire to see improvements in the 
sustainable travel options into and around 
the area. This includes promoting walking, 
cycling and public transport and how this 
can be supported through an enhanced 
quality of public realm.

The options proposed include a range of measures 
to improve and enhance the public realm and 
promote sustainable travel through: 
•  �The reallocation of road space/parking spaces; 
•  �Encouraging improvements to existing public 

spaces/open space and encouraging new green 
space and pocket parks

•  �Requiring improvements to the pedestrian and 
cycle environment in Shoreditch. 

86-91

Call for sites – The consultation on Issues 
and Options will include a ‘call for sites’ 
exercise to identify sites within the area that 
may have the potential for development 
over the Plan period, up to 2033.

This process will enable the community and 
stakeholders to suggest sites in the Plan boundary 
and indicate preferred uses for these sites.

92-93

Continued from page 5
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Have your say
Your views are important to us – you can 
have your say on the Future Shoreditch Issues 
and Options document by completing a 
questionnaire online at www.hackney.gov.uk/
future-shoreditch or by returning it using the 
FREEPOST envelope provided by 28 Feb 2018.

The Council is hosting a series of drop 
in sessions to showcase the Issues and 
Options document. More information is 
available online and from the Strategic 
Policy Team on 020 8356 8084.

What happens next?
Following this period, we will consider and 
respond to your opinions and suggestions, and 
these will contribute to the development of a 
Draft Area Action Plan which will be consulted 
upon later this year. 

http://www.hackney.gov.uk/future-shoreditch
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/future-shoreditch
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