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Help us to improve  
Brunswick Place 
We are seeking your views on this proposed 
scheme to create a new high quality public space 
on Brunswick Place.

Why
This is part of a new approach to making the 
streets of Shoreditch and Hoxton work better for 
people - a long term vision to create streets that 
are safe and easy to walk or cycle on, reducing 
vehicle dependence and improving air quality.

The Council’s Transport Strategy recognises that 
roads and streets in our neighbourhoods are 
not just places to park vehicles or drive, walk and 
cycle on; they make up the largest element of 
the public realm of the city and are the places 
where we socialise and live our lives. We would 
like to transform Hackney’s neighbourhoods into 
the most attractive and liveable neighbourhoods 
in London. This aspiration can in part be 
achieved by reducing the dominance of the 
private motor vehicle. 

Doing this will also help to improve air quality 
in the local area, reduce traffic casualties and 
make our neighbourhoods more pleasant places 
to walk, play and cycle in. We recognise the 
detrimental impact of air pollution in this part of 
Hackney. Air pollution is responsible for the death 
of approximately 10,000 Londoners each year 
and causes alarming rates of asthma and other 
respiratory illnesses in children. 

Funding has also become available for this 
particular scheme from a nearby completed 
development to improve this location so that it 
feels more vital, safe and active. 

Overview
The approach we are taking includes a series 
of schemes intended to improve walking and 
cycling conditions within Shoreditch and this 
scheme is one of several coming forward that will 
contribute to making Shoreditch and Hoxton a 
more liveable and healthier place.

These schemes will:

•  make it easier and safer to walk and cycle by 
removing through traffic in the area

•  reduce levels of pollution

•  improve the character of the area for all 
residents, businesses and visitors

What we intend to do
We are proposing to completely close this section 
of Brunswick Place to through traffic, creating a 
distinct high quality pedestrian space with trees, 
planting and some seating. Bicycles would still 
be allowed to cross the space after the works 
are completed. Emergency access would still be 
maintained. 

We intend to remove the existing gate and 
pave over the road areas around it. This should 
improve the way the space looks and allow the 
creation of a larger landscaped area than would 
otherwise be possible. We believe that making 
the environment more attractive encourages 
more walking and this scheme could play a big 
part in achieving that.

The scheme could include some areas of low 
level planting in order to make it feel more 
relaxed as well as friendlier. Planted areas 
would be designed to soak up rainwater and 
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groundwater (Sustainable Urban Drainage). New 
trees could also contribute to a greener, softer 
character to the new space. Please refer to  
pp. 3-4 to see a plan of the proposals.

How to have your say
Your views are a very important part of our 
decision making process. You can have your say 
by returning the feedback form provided using 
the Freepost envelope enclosed, or online by 
visiting consultation.hackney.gov.uk, both by 
Sunday 29 July 2018. 

What happens next? 
Your views will be taken into account as part  
of the detailed design process. To keep up to 
date with this and other plans, please visit  
www.consultation.hackney.gov.uk

Permanent works 
We expect construction works to commence 
around September 2018 with completion in  
16 weeks. 

Temporary works
Pedestrian access will be maintained at all  
times and businesses can continue to operate  
as normal.

Further information regarding the works will be 
sent out closer to the time. 

Information 
For further information on these proposals, 
please contact us through the Hackney 
Service Centre by calling 020 8356 2897 or 
by emailing streetscene@hackney.gov.uk

FAQ
Q.   Has anti-social behaviour been 

considered in the design of this scheme? 

A.   Yes, by making the environment more 
welcoming and pleasant we hope that 
more people will walk through the space. 
Streets that have more people in them tend 
to attract less anti-social behaviour. Some 
seating is important, as it will allow people, 
especially older people, the opportunity to sit 
and rest. However, the seating will be spread 
apart to discourage large numbers of people 
from congregating. 

Q.   Are we going to address existing 
concerns about motorbikes using this 
as a cut through from Charles Square to 
Brunswick Place? 

A.   Yes. We will introduce a kerb to the eastern 
edge of the scheme. We will also introduce 
signage across the scheme to make clear the 
illegality of using this space as a cut through 
for motorbikes.

Q.   Will emergency access be possible across 
the new space? 

A.   Informal emergency access will be facilitated 
by a clear area across the new scheme 
capable of being used by emergency vehicles.  

Q.   Do all businesses and garages have 
access still?

A.   Existing access will be maintained. 

http://consultation.hackney.gov.uk
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