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INTRODUCTION

This report presents the findings of the informal consultation on the proposed improvements to Millfields Park.  The informal public consultation ran for two weeks from 19 July 2014 to 2 August 2014.

BACKGROUND

Consultees were invited to comment on the proposed improvements to Millfields Park.  

The Council is delivering £700,000 of improvements at Millfields Park that includes work to pathways, entrances, the play area and the old paddling pool.
The Council intends to renew the existing tarmac pathways in north Millfields which are in the worst condition. Improvements to the various entrances to the park will also be made to make them more welcoming. The Council is also proposing to make improvements to the play area, the old paddling pool, fencing and park furniture.

CONSULTATION APPROACH

A consultation leaflet was produced summarising some of the key proposals and a questionnaire was included.  The information produced to support the consultation can be found at https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/streetscene/millfields-park-improvements/consult_view
An engagement event was held on Saturday 19 July 2014 at the park where local people could view the proposals and complete a paper copy of the questionnaire.

The proposals were also on display at Clapton Library and Homerton Library until Saturday 2 August.  Paper questionnaires were left at these sites.

The information was available on the Council’s dedicated consultation website pages where an online questionnaire could be filled out (link above).   

Email notices were sent to key stakeholders, inviting them to take part in the consultation either by attending the event, visiting one of the libraries or by completing the online questionnaire.  Responses were also accepted by direct email to the project manager.

A promotional flyer was produced and distributed locally, and posters were placed at entrance points to the park in the run up to the event.  The consultation was mentioned in the Hackney Leisure and Green Spaces Newsletter.

The promotional material can be found in Appendix 2

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

The public consultation received 78 responses.  The majority of responses were received via online completions (50), whilst 22 were via paper completions.  

	Response Format
	Count
	Percentage

	Paper
	22
	28%

	Online
	50
	64%

	Email
	6
	8%

	Total
	78
	100%


The paper questionnaires and emailed responses received were manually uploaded into the online analysis tool.

Interpretation of the data

Themes

The Council’s online analysis tool uses ‘tags’ to help interpret non-numerical responses.  A number or recurring or significant themes were identified and used to create the tables presented in this report.

Percentages 

Percentages in a particular chart will not always add up to 100%.  This may be due to rounding, or because each respondent is allowed to give more than one answer to the question.  It is also worth noting that the results are subject to sampling tolerances, and not all differences between sub-groups will be statistically significant.  We need to exercise appropriate caution where a small group of respondents has been analysed.  

OVERALL RESULTS ANALYSIS

The public consultation received 78 responses to the survey.  
Paddling Pool
Question 1: The disused paddling pool has been out of use for some time and is in poor condition. There is only a limited budget to improve this space, but we’d like your ideas on what could be done with the area.  What improvements would you like to see here?
Respondents were asked to indicate what improvements they would like to see to the old and disused paddling pool.  The open ended responses were analysed and recurring themes identified.

Table 1 below shows the number of times these key themes were mentioned.  The majority of respondents felt that some sort of improvements to the landscape should take place which should include more seating/communal areas where people can gather and picnic.  Some water play element should be incorporated as shown by the number of mentions of ‘paddling pool’ and ‘fountains/water features’.

	Theme
	Total
	Percent of All

	Improve landscaping
	22
	28%

	Picnic area and seating
	18
	23%

	Paddling Pool - Reinstate
	17
	22%

	Fountains and water features
	16
	21%

	Skate park / Scooter track
	14
	18%

	Sand pit
	13
	17%

	Not Answered
	10
	13%

	Natural Play
	10
	13%

	Plaza / Performance area
	9
	12%

	Games / Table tennis
	8
	10%

	Paddling Pool – Leave it as it is
	4
	5%

	Outdoor Gym
	2
	3%

	Park Cafe
	1
	1%


Table 1:
Paddling Pool themes
(Base = 70)
Play Area
Question 2: What would you like to see in the new play area?
Respondents were given a choice of five play area design options and asked to indicate which ones they preferred.  

An open tender exercise was undertaken and an advert was placed to invite suitable companies to bid to undertake the playground renewal works.  The five options presented were the result of the initial evaluation process.  The results of the consultation will help inform the decision as to who is awarded the contract.
As Graph 1 below shows, the most popular option chosen was option 5, followed by 3 and 1.  Visual representations of the play proposals, are available under the ‘related documents’ section at: https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/streetscene/millfields-park-improvements/consult_view
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Graph 1:
Favourite play proposals

(Base = 62)
Fencing
Question 3 relates to the fenced off area at the end of Hillstowe Street.

Question 3: We want your views on whether the fence should stay as it is?
As Graph 2 below shows, the majority of respondents 38% (30) felt that the fencing should remain as it is.
Some 32% (25) of the respondents to this question were ambivalent, choosing either ‘don’t mind’ or didn’t answer the question at all.
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Graph 2:
Should the fencing stay?

(Base = 70)
Other Comments
Question 4: Do you have any other comments about improvements to the park?

Respondents were also asked to provide further comments about the proposed improvements to the park.  The common themes that emerged from the responses are shown in Table 2 below.

The majority of respondents highlighted ‘hard and soft landscape improvements’ followed by ‘seating and furniture’ and ‘play for older children’. 

	Theme
	Total
	Percent of All

	Hard and soft landscape improvements
	29
	37%

	Not Answered
	19
	24%

	Seating and furniture
	14
	18%

	Play for older children
	13
	17%

	Cafe
	8
	10%

	Consider new pathways along desire lines
	8
	10%

	South Play
	8
	10%

	More litter bins and dog bins
	6
	8%

	Create Dog Free areas
	6
	8%

	Improve 'unofficial' entrance at Casimir Road
	4
	5%

	Review opening hours of the toilets
	4
	5%

	Improve cycle path markings
	3
	4%

	Tennis Court refurbishment
	3
	4%

	Play for children with disabilities
	2
	3%

	Hand washing facility
	1
	1%

	Spray main path with glow in the dark spray
	1
	1%


Table 2
Themes identified in Other Comments 
CONCLUSION
The public consultation received 78 responses to the survey.  
Paddling Pool

The majority of respondents felt that some sort of improvements to the landscape should take place which would include more seating/communal areas where people could gather and picnic.  Some water play element should be incorporated as shown by the number of mentions of ‘paddling pool’ and ‘fountains/water features’.
Play Area

Respondents were given a choice of five play area design options and asked to indicate which ones they preferred.  The most popular option chosen was option 5, followed by, 3 and 1.  

Fencing

The majority of respondents 37.33% (28) felt that the fencing at the end of Hillstowe Street should remain as it is.  32% (24) of the respondents to this question were ambivalent, choosing either ‘don’t mind’ or didn’t answer the question at all.
Other Comments

Respondents were also asked to provide further comments about the proposed improvements to the park.  The majority of respondents highlighted ‘hard and soft landscape improvements’ followed by ‘seating and furniture’ and ‘play for older children’. 
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